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Personnel  of  Station 


Rev.  H.  G.  Romig,  — evangelistic  and  general  station  work. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Romig,  — evangelistic  and  educational  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Romig  and  family  are  now  on  furlough. 

Dr.  Rouise  H.  Keator, — medical  work,  charge  of  girls’  school. 

Miss  Alma  D.  Dodds,  — charge  of  women’s  Bible  school  and  Mrs. 
Sarah  Waters  Memorial  Reper  Home,  evangelistic  work. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Albert  B.  Dodd, — evangelistic  and  educational 
work. 

Mr.  Dodd  is  temporarily  taking  Mr.  Romig’s  work 
but  will  eventually  give  his  full  time  to  teaching  in  the 
Mateer  Memorial  Institute. 

We  also  rejoice  to  have  with  us  two  most  helpful  colleagues 
from  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  P. 
Stevens  who  came  to  us  this  year  for  teaching  work  in  the  Mateer 
Memorial  Institute,  but  whose  assistance  along  several  other 
lines  of  our  work  is  highly  appreciated. 


Throughout  the  summer  and  fall,  the  populace  of  this  field 
was  kept  in  a continual  state  of  terror  by  brigands.  All  who 
could  do  so  fled  from  their  village  homes  to  the  city  and  large 
walled  and  garrisoned  towns.  Those  who  remained  kept  them- 
selves in  continual  readiness  to  go  into  hiding  at  short  notice. 
Many  villages  were  entirely  deserted  every  night  by  man  and 
beast  who  were  huddled  together  for  the  night  in  strongholds. 
Of  course  fairs  were  out  of  the  question  and  markets  if  held  at 
all  were  as  brief  as  possible  and  for  necessary  business  only. 

This  condition  of  affairs  naturally  interfered  with  our 
country  evangelization  and  made  even  the  pastoral  work  among 
the  Christians  and  inquirers  very  difficult  and  unsatisfactory. 
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On  the  other  hand,  at  the  centers  of  refuge,  unusual  opportun- 
ities for  reaching  influential  people  with  the  gospel  message 
presented  themselves  and  were  taken  advantage  of  by  our 
preachers  and  colporteurs.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  depar- 
ture of  Mr.  Romig  on  furlough  near  the  end  of  July,  and  the 
temporary  ill-health  of  Mr.  Dodd  for  several  weeks  after  his 
arrival  in  the  fall,  the  supervision  of  this  work  was  far  from 
adequate.  However  the  Chinese  evangelists  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  way  in  which  they  stuck  to  their  work  in  spite  of  all 
difficulties  and  dangers  and  we  believe  their  heroic  labor  for  the 
Master  will  not  prove  to  have  been  in  vain.  All  have  been 
preserved  from  harm,  though  the  home  of  one  of  them  was  looted 
and  his  mother  held  for  ransom  for  several  days,  she  being 
released  finally  as  a result  of  her  bold  refusal  to  worship  idols 
and  her  preaching  of  the  Jesus  doctrine  to  her  captors. 

The  church  and  Sabbath  School  attendance  at  the  Station 
have  been  very  encouraging. 

Christian  Workers  Class. 

A very  successful  training  class  for  volunteer  workers  was 
held  here  lasting  seven  weeks,  for  which  Mr.  Milton  Stewart 
again  provided  the  funds.  Like  last  year  it  was  a union  class 
for  both  the  Yihsien  and  Tenghsien  fields;  but  this  year  the 
Southern  Presbyterians  at  Hsuchowfu  also  sent  a number  of 
students.  The  members  of  this  class  were  very  carefully  picked. 
Only  those  who  had  done  meritorious  work  in  last  3'ear’s  class 
were  invited  back  for  the  second  year,  and  the  men  for  the  first 
year’s  course  were  chosen  after  careful  consultation  with  the 
evangelists.  The  subjects  studied  were  as  follows: 

First  year  — Important  Doctrines  of  the  Bible,  Philosophy  of 
the  Plan  of  Salvation,  Life  of  Christ,  1919  Sabbath  School 
Lessons,  Hygiene  and  Music. 

Second  year—  The  Art  of  Preaching,  Personal  Work,  Life  of 
Christ,  1919  Sabbath  School  Lessons,  Hygiene  and  Music. 


VOLUNTEER  WORKERS’  IiIBI,K  TRAINING  CONFERENCE 
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A number  of  helpful  conferences  were  held  by  the  class  in 
which  many  questions  of  vital  importance  to  the  church  were 
prayerfully  considered  and  discussed.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
and  practical  was,  “What  led  you  to  become  a Christian?’’  This 
occupied  the  conference  hour  for  several  days  and  brought  home 
many  lessons  as  to  the  soul-winning  value  of  the  printed  Gospel, 
the  catechism,  tracts,  market  and  fair  preaching,  the  wayside 
message,  the  Christian  school,  personal  work  for  friends,  kindly 
welcome  to  strangers  and,  by  no  means  least,  the  Christlike  life. 
Another  subject,  “How  may  I help  my  church?’’  led  to  much 
searching  of  heart  and  many  a resolution  to  do  more  personal 
work,  establish  Sabbath  or  night  schools,  and  to  be  more  careful 
in  Sabbath  keeping  and  more  self-sacrificing  in  giving. 

The  class  was  taught  bj7  the  three  ordained  members  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Mateer  Memorial  Institute  with  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  Sun  in  Hygiene.  Forty  men  stayed  to  the  end  of  the  class 
and  voted  for  a full  two  months’  class  next  fall.  All  were 
enthusiastic  about  the  class  and  felt  it  had  been  a means  of 
blessing  to  them. 

Educational  Work. 

Country  schools,  with  the  exception  of  a boys’  and  a girls' 
school  at  the  walled  village  of  Tsangkou,  just  five  miles  south 
of  the  city,  have  all  been  closed  on  account  of  the  disturbed 
condition  of  this  region.  A number  of  the  Christian  pupils  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  city  were  gathered  into  a school  which 
occupied  two  rooms  at  our  city  chapel  and  seems  to  have  done 
good  work.  Our  North  Suburb  girls’  school  and  the  elementary 
school  for  boys  in  connection  with  the  Bible  and  Normal  School 
were  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  Women’s  Bible  School  had  a very  good  three  months’ 
term  in  the  fall,  the  Southern  Presbyterian  station  of  Hsuchowfu, 
Kiangsu,  joining  in  and  furnishing  about  half  the  students. 
There  was  a bit  of  friction  between  the  people  of  the  two 
provinces  at  first  but  they  soon  became  adjusted  and  parted  with 
love  and  harmony.  The  teaching  was  all  contributed  by  educated 
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Christian  women  except  for  Mrs.  Chang  Sala,  an  employed 
Bible  woman  who  lives  in  the  Bible  School  yard  and  gives  her 
whole  time  during  the  term  to  keeping  things  running  smoothly 
and  teaching  the  beginners. 

The  Mateer  Memorial  Institute  has  a smaller  number  of 
students  as  a result  of  the  rebellion  last  spring  but  the  discipline 
and  spirit  of  the  school  have  been  greatly  improved.  Our  able 
Principal,  Rev.  Liu  Ssu  I,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  way  in 
which  he  has  handled  the  school  through  a critical  period.  With 
three  ordained  men  now  on  the  faculty  and  the  valuable  assist- 
ance of  Mrs.  Stevens,  who  has  been  teaching  a class  in  the 
Epistles,  the  Bible  department  has  been  decidedly  advanced 
in  efficiency  and  there  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number 
of  students  desiring  to  take  this  course.  In  the  Normal  depart- 
ment, a radical  change  in  the  curriculum  has  been  determined 
upon  and  will  be  put  in  operation  next  fall  provided  a specially 
qualified  teacher  can  be  found.  Instead  of  receiving  graduates 
from  the  higher  primary  schools,  it  is  proposed  to  offer  a two 
year  distinctive  normal  course  for  high  school  graduates  and 
perhaps  a three  year  normal  course  for  students  who  have  com- 
pleted two  years  of  high  school  work. 

Much  faithful  preaching  in  the  surrounding  villages  has 
been  done  by  the  Bible  and  Normal  Students,  w’hich  gives 
promise  of  fruit  in  a number  of  places. 

Medical  Work. 

The  mens’  medical  work  is  yearly  increasing.  Many 
wounded  by  robbers  have  been  seeking  treatment  of  late. 

As  the  womens'  medical  w7ork  has  been  so  recently  separated 
from  the  general  work,  the  dispensary  patients  have  as  yet  not 
been  numerous,  but  we  hope  as  the  Chinese  come  to  know  of  the 
woman  doctor,  and  a place  w'here  they  can  be  seen  privately,  they 
will  be  more  willing  to  come  both  to  the  hospital  and  to  the 
dispensary. 

The  class  of  women  in  hygiene  and  physiology  at  the  Bible 
School  was  well  w?orth  teaching.  Some  of  them  know  now7  that 
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their  brains  are  not  in  their  abdomens  and  also  that  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  is  continuous.  We  hope  for  much  from  them 
as  they  go  to  their  homes  and  tell  others  of  all  the  “strange 
things  they  saw  and  heard”  during  the  months  the  class  was  in 
session. 

Later  Information. 

Friends  of  Tenghsien  will  rejoice  with  us  over  the  very 
promising  way  in  which  the  year  1919  has  opened  up.  A vigorous 
compaign  against  the  brigands  on  the  part  of  the  government  has 
forced  them  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  hills  to  the  east  of  us 
or  disband;  so  our  refugees  are  free  again  to  return  to  their 
homes  and  resume  their  normal  lives  once  more.  The  demand 
for  Christian  country  schools  has  taxed  to  the  limit  our  resources 
both  in  school  funds  and  properly  qualified  teachers,  as  well 
as  the  capacity  of  the  school  buildings.  In  the  country  we  now 
have  eight  schools  for  boys  and  two  for  girls  with  a total  enroll- 
of  about  175.  Our  station  girls’  school  now  has  an  attendance 
of  over  60,  more  than  twice  as  many  as  last  year,  while  the 
Women’s  Bible  School  with  42  students  shows  almost  as  marked 
an  increase.  The  students  in  the  latter  school  are  very  enthusi- 
astic over  the  new  course  of  study  put  into  operation  after  a 
careful  comparison  of  all  available  curricula  of  other  schools  and 
which  we  think  is  just  a little  “the  best  ever.”  The  Mateer 
Memorial  has  an  attendance  of  94  as  against  76  last  fall,  the  in- 
crease being  again  mainly  in  the  Bible  department.  The  antici- 
pated growth  has  come  to  the  womens’  medical  work  and  the 
hospital  is  full  of  patients.  The  evangelistic  work,  too,  has  taken 
on  new  life.  The  first  week  of  the  old  Chinese  year  was  observed 
by  a special  evangelistic  campaign  in  which  a large  number  of 
the  church  members  took  an  active  part.  The  following  week 
was  so  observed  in  the  country.  The  Lord's  strong  arm  was 
with  us,  souls  were  won  to  Christ,  and  a number  of  new  places 
opened  to  regular  Christian  work. 

The  opening  of  the  Mrs.  Sarah  Waters  Memorial  Leper 
Home,  January  1st,  1919,  with  its  first  inmate  marked  a most 
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important  development  in  our  work.  We  reserve  our  report  of 
this  until  next  year.  A little  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
securing  good  servants  but  now  that  trouble  seems  to  have  been 
most  satisfactorily  solved.  The  lepers  of  whom  there  are  now 
thirteen,  say  the  Home  is  “sure  heaven”  and  are  earnestly 
studying  the  religion  which  makes  such  a place  possible.  We 
have  had  no  quarrels  or  troubles  of  any  sort  among  them. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  earnestly  request  your  prayers 
that  1919  may  be  the  best  year  yet  in  the  history  of  this  six- 
years-old  Station. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

The  T’enghsien  Station  of  the  Shantung  Mission, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A. 

Per  A.  B.  Dodd. 


Printed  by  The  University  Press,  Tsinan. 


